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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
LAKOTA WEST GIRLS BASKET-
BALL TEAM

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Lakota West Girls Basketball
team in West Chester, Ohio.

On March 21, 2015, the Firebirds became
the 2015 OHSAA Division | State Basketball
Champions, defeating the Toledo Notre Dame
Eagles 44-38.

| commend all 14 members of the 2015
Firebird team for their hard-fought journey to
capture the school’s first women’s basketball
state title and the team’s 21st consecutive vic-
tory, setting a new Lakota school district
record.

A special congratulations goes to Lakota
West's coach, Andy Fishman. Coach Fishman
joined Lakota West as head coach when the
school first opened in 1997. Thank you Coach
Fishman for your dedication to the remarkable
athletes of Lakota West and for your leader-
ship to develop a top-notch program, that is
now the best in the state.

With my friends and neighbors in West
Chester and on behalf of the United States
House of Representatives, | applaud our Lady
Firebirds and the community of Lakota West
for their well-deserved victory.

HONORING THE CHUCK WAGON
GANG OF ODESSA

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Chuck Wagon Gang of Odessa,
Texas. This year, the Chuck Wagon Gang of
Odessa is celebrating their 75th anniversary!

The group was founded on March 5, 1940,
when thirty three local businessman came to-
gether to promote the good word and charity
of their beloved town with their BBQ. These
men modeled their new initiative off the chuck
wagon cooks that traveled the open cow trails
of Texas.

For 75 years, the Chuck Wagon Gang has
served as ambassadors for the Odessa com-
munity by dishing out their legendary BBQ to
millions of people worldwide with their re-
nowned “feeds”. Through the years, the gang
has served their amazing meals and love for
Odessa with presidents, members of Con-
gress, governors, foreign dignitaries, country
music stars, and famous athletes. This unique
gang has spent countless hours away from
their families, businesses, and homes to help
show the world why Odessa is so special.

Aside from promoting their adored city, the
Chuck Wagon Gang hosts many charitable ini-

tiatives throughout the nation. The gang has
hosted numerous “feeds” that have supported
programs that assist disabled children, vet-
erans, and many other non-profits.

The Chuck Wagon Gang has been the pre-
mier public relations representatives for Odes-
sa. The group has left a lasting impact wher-
ever they have catered. These 250 volunteers
of the Chuck Wagon Gang truly capture and
spread the essence of West Texas.

It is an honor to stand before the House
today to recognize the Chuck Wagon Gang of
Odessa for their seventy-five years of service.
| am proud to represent individuals who take
pride in their communities and promote the
qualities we value in West Texas.

ALYSSA GOMEZ

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Alyssa Gomez
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Alyssa Gomez
is an 8th grader at Wheat Ridge 5-8 and re-
ceived this award because her determination
and hard work have allowed her to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Alyssa
Gomez is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Alyssa Gomez for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

————

HONORING THE 36TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE TAIWAN RELA-
TIONS ACT

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker,
today, | would like to recognize an important
milestone in the United States relationship
with Taiwan.

On April 10, 1979, President Jimmy Carter
signed the Taiwan Relations Act. Since that
historic date, we have watched Taiwan con-
tribute greatly to international security. As you
know, Taiwan’s location makes it a key stra-
tegic security partner in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion. Relieving cross-strait tensions has been
a security priority of the United States, and |
am pleased that Taiwan has worked hard to

increase economic engagement with China in
an effort to ease tensions. These economic
engagements have gradually been working,
improving security and cooperation in the re-
gion. Additionally, Taiwan has been a close
partner in the United States counterterrorism
strategy, ensuring cargo is screened before
shipping to U.S. ports.

Throughout the past 36 years, Taiwan has
shown a willingness to cooperate and nego-
tiate with the U.S. to maintain our relationship.
Going forward, | hope we can continue this
important relationship, which benefits the citi-
zens and businesses in both the United States
and Taiwan.

HONORING U.S. ARMY CAPTAIN
JOSEPH GOURYEB

HON. THOMAS MacARTHUR

OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor a remarkable young man from my
district, U.S. Army Captain Joseph Gouryeb.
Captain Gouryeb is returning home to
Cinnaminson, New Jersey to spend time with
his family after a recent deployment to Af-
ghanistan, where he earned a Bronze Star. He
earned another Bronze Star during his deploy-
ment in Iraq.

Captain Gouryeb truly exemplifies the val-
ues that make not only a good soldier, but a
good citizen and a good man. After helping to
rescue four U.S. National Guard Soldiers who
fell off a bridge into water, Captain Gouryeb
was recognized by the Army and received one
of his two Army Medals of Commendation. He
certainly deserves these honors.

Welcome home, Captain Gouryeb, and
thank you for your service.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SCOTT H. PETERS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, on March 18,
2015 the House voted on final passage of
H.R. 1030 and | intended to vote “no” on roll-
call vote No. 125. | strongly oppose this bill
that undermines the Environmental Protection
Agency’s ability to use the best science avail-
able in carrying out its responsibility to protect
public health.
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